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A CURRENT ISSUE

http://www.ansa.it/piemonte/notizie/2019/03/01/vaccini-no-vax-contro-grillo-a-torino-firma-il-patto-della-vergogna-_44b1b4ea-1a54-4477-a5b8-dc8d399ec788.html
https://www.euractiv.com/section/health-consumers/news/5-star-very-surprised-by-eu-health-chiefs-jab-at-italy-on-vaccination/
http://www.ansa.it/europa/notizie/rubriche/altrenews/2019/02/19/vaccini-pedicini-m5s-da-andriukaitis-scivolone_d6c8f9bf-ba24-4b8a-b0ab-e570917d02f5.html
http://www.ansa.it/europa/notizie/rubriche/altrenews/2019/02/26/vaccini-andriukaitis-lieto-che-m5s-riconoscano-importanza_00e2a74b-cae6-4f55-9341-9553eaf28e19.html

http://www.ansa.it/piemonte/notizie/2019/03/01/vaccini-no-vax-contro-grillo-a-torino-firma-il-patto-della-vergogna-_44b1b4ea-1a54-4477-a5b8-dc8d399ec788.html
https://www.euractiv.com/section/health-consumers/news/5-star-very-surprised-by-eu-health-chiefs-jab-at-italy-on-vaccination/
http://www.ansa.it/europa/notizie/rubriche/altrenews/2019/02/19/vaccini-pedicini-m5s-da-andriukaitis-scivolone_d6c8f9bf-ba24-4b8a-b0ab-e570917d02f5.html
http://www.ansa.it/europa/notizie/rubriche/altrenews/2019/02/26/vaccini-andriukaitis-lieto-che-m5s-riconoscano-importanza_00e2a74b-cae6-4f55-9341-9553eaf28e19.html


Cittadinanzattiva

Italian NGO founded in 
Italy in 1978.

More than 30.000 memebers, 250 local
assemblies and 84 Citizen Advisory 

Centres.

Mission: promote active participation of citizens
and protection of their rights.

Active Citizenship Network

The European branch of Cittadinanzattiva, 
established in 2001.

One of the most widespread network, 
with more the 100 civic, patients and 

users organisations.

Promote the point of view of European 
citizens in all public policies areas, 

focusing on healthcare, consumers and 
corporate social responsibility issues.

CITTADINANZATTIVA/ACTIVE CITIZENSHIP 
NETWORK: A SHORT INTRODUCTION



WHAT WE DO AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL

Tribunal for Patients’
Rights (+250 local point
& 10,000 volunteers).

National Coalition of Associations for
Patients suffering Chronic Diseases
(CnAMC). From 2000, it publishes
a National Annual Report on chronic
policies and manages a dedicated
website.

84 PIT-Citizen Advisory Centres + a
back office at the national level and
front line in 84 cities.
Each year, all claims & requests of
information (average 25,000/year)
are included in a National Report
submitted to the authorities.

http://www.cittadinanzattiva.it/corporate/salute/1843-tribunale-per-i-diritti-del-malato.html
http://cittadinanzattiva.it/corporate/salute/5323-national-coalition-of-associations-for-patients-suffering-chronic-diseases-cnamc.html
http://www.cittadinanzattiva.it/relazioni-annuali/salute-1/politiche-della-cronicita.html
http://www.malattierare.cittadinanzattiva.it/
http://www.cittadinanzattiva.it/corporate/istituzionale/4131-pit-integrated-project-of-citizen-protection.html


Active Citizenship Network (ACN), is member of:

• EU Health Policy Platform (DG Santé)

• Active Citizenship Structured Dialogue Group (DG Home)

• European Consumer Consultative Group (ECCG) (DG Justice and Consumers)

Our main instruments at the EU level:

• European Charter of Patients’ Rights (2002): 14 rights

• European Patients’ Rights Day (since 2007) celebrated every year on
April 18th with local, national and EU events across Europe

• MEPs Interest Group “European Patients' Rights and Cross-border
Healthcare” (2015)

AT THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEL

https://ec.europa.eu/health/interest_groups/policy_platform_en
http://ec.europa.eu/citizenship/europe-for-citizens-programme/civil-dialogue/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/eu_consumer_policy/consumer_consultative_group/eccg/index_en.htm
http://www.interestgroup.activecitizenship.net/


VACCINATION: 
OUR COMMITMENT



OUR COMMITMENT IN ITALY IN 2018 (I)  
• Daily activity since 1980: with our Tribunal for Patients’ Rights and Citizen Advisory

Centres on Health, we provide information, advices and assistance.

• #Rompilatrasmissione (break the broadcasting): information campaign on
vaccination

https://cittadinanzattiva.it/progetti-e-campagne/salute/11646-rompilatrasmissione-diritti-e-doveri-sui-vaccini.html


OUR COMMITMENT IN ITALY (II)  

• Vaccination training tour 2018

Training seminars opened to
Cittadinanzattiva’s volunteers to provide
correct information on the rights and
duties in the field of vaccination; give
concrete answers to citizens' questions;
implement more direct communication
and information initiatives; safeguard and
monitor the application of the rules.

https://www.cittadinanzattiva.it/progetti-e-campagne/salute/11669-vaccinazioni-diritti-e-doveri-oggi-in-italia-formarsi-per-informare-e-promuovere-empowerment.html


OUR COMMITMENT IN ITALY (III)  
• Open Day

On November 16th, an "Open day” was organized

in 37 cities of 11 Italian regions: Cittadinanzattiva -

Tribunal for Patients’ Rights local offices opened to

give information on vaccines and help citizens face

any critical issues in this area.

Activists and experts met citizens to promote

proximity information, distribute useful material,

and collect reports in order to offer tools and

support to protect them.

Media coverage: I diritti del malato in un open day a Cisanello con Cittadinanzattiva

Asti, venerdì il primo Open day del Tribunale per i diritti del malato

SIENA: OPEN DAY DEL TRIBUNALE PER I DIRITTI DEL MALATO

Ariano: Vaccini, primo Open Day Tribunale Diritti Malato-Cittadinanzattiva

Vaccini: facciamo chiarezza. Cittadinanzattiva:"Open day" informativo

Vaccinazioni diritti e doveri oggi in Italia

https://www.cittadinanzattiva.it/primo-piano/salute/11823-16-novembre-primo-open-day-sui-vaccini.html
https://www.gonews.it/2018/11/13/diritti-del-malato-un-open-day-cisanello-cittadinanzattiva/
https://www.atnews.it/2018/11/asti-venerdi-primo-open-day-del-tribunale-diritti-del-malato-focus-sui-vaccini-54209/
https://www.oksiena.it/news/siena-open-day-del-tribunale-per-i-diritti-del-malato-si-parla-di-vaccini-151118091230.html
http://www.cittadiariano.it/articolo/vaccini-primo-open-day-tribunale-diritti-malato-cittadinanzattiva/11582
http://247.libero.it/focus/45702832/1/vaccini-facciamo-chiarezza-cittadinanzattiva-16-novembre-open-day-informativo/
https://www.ottopagine.it/av/daicomuni/169910/vaccinazioni-diritti-e-doveri-oggi-in-italia.shtml


OUR COMMITMENT IN EUROPE   

• Member of the Technical Advisory Group dealing with vaccine coverage

• Member of the Joint Action For Vaccination 

• Member of the Coalition for Vaccination (European Commission)



OUR CORE MESSAGES 

… which we have been disseminating through:

• Political initiatives at the European level

• National and European awareness campaigns 

• Training initiatives

Long-term

Strategy

Citizens

Perspectives

Life-course

Vaccination

Culture

• Civic organizations

• Advocacy patients groups

• Experts

• Private and public actors

• …



AWARENESS-RAISING EVENT AT THE EP
• The challenges of life-course vaccination to enhance public health protection in 

Europe: a multi-stakeholder approach - 28 Feb. 2018

• “Active citizens in Europe advocate for vaccination – Public event ” - 07 Nov. 2018

http://www.interestgroup.activecitizenship.net/131-the-challenges-of-life-course-vaccination-to-enhance-public-health-protection-in-europe-a-multi-stakeholder-approach.html
http://www.interestgroup.activecitizenship.net/132-active-citizens-in-europe-advocate-for-vaccination-7th-november.html


WORLD IMMUNIZATION WEEK, 24-30 APRIL 2018



TRAINING INITIATIVES – 06 NOV. 2018
• “Active citizens in Europe advocate for vaccination – Training seminar”

http://www.activecitizenship.net/patients-rights/projects/273-active-citizens-in-europe-advocate-for-vaccination-training-seminar.html


FROM ADVANCE TO VAC4EU:  CITIZENS’ 
PERSPECTIVES

• Discrepancy between a research project developed without representatives of the 

civic society and the birth of a non-for-profit civic actor. What’s the experts and 

promoters’ experience in leading and managing a non-for-profit? 

• The question is not between placing civic organizations within the Executive Board 

and the Strategic Advisory group, but whether or not you want to take into 

consideration the perspective of citizens. If yes, they have to take part in the 

decision-making process.

• The membership of VAC4EU should not be based only on a fee, but also on the 

importance of strategic alliances, synergies, partnerships, etc. 



THANK YOU!
Mariano Votta

Director Active Citizenship Network
m.votta@activecitizenship.net

Tel.: +39 (0)6 3671831
Skype: m.votta.carm

@marianovotta

mailto:m.votta@activecitizenship.net
https://twitter.com/marianovotta

